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Few envi ronnental issues have gripped our national conscience |ike globa
war m ng. School -age kids, college students, baby booners, and seniors alike are
i ncreasingly aware of the climate-change phenonmenon. And as climatol ogi ca
research is refined, a growing ngjority is nore and nore accepting of the
science behind it.

I ndeed, when Gov. Tinmpthy M Kaine addressed the first neeting of his
recently appointed climte change conmi ssion, he alluded to this grow ng
awar eness, calling global warmng "the environnental issue of this and the next
generation."

Virginia's contributions to global warm ng can be cal cul ated. The inpacts of
climate change on our citizens, environnment, and econony can be assessed. And
with these cal cul ations and assessnments, we have the fundanmentals to begin
devel oping strategies to deal with it all - which is precisely the goal of the
governor's conmm ssi on

VWhat we know prelimnarily is this: G eenhouse gases in Virginia come nostly
from power plants and notor vehicles, with each contributing roughly a third of
all em ssions. The remaining third comes fromindustrial and manufacturing
processes, solid waste disposal, and agriculture. Al totaled, according to the
Department of Environmental Quality, Virginia produces approximately 181 nmillion
netric tons of carbon dioxide enm ssions, ranking us 17th anpng states. Such was
sufficient to inspire Gov. Kaine |ast summer to call for a greenhouse
gas-reduction goal of 30 percent by 2025, returning em ssions to 2000 | evel s.

STILL, THERE are sonme who ask why Virginia should study that which is a
gl obal issue. There are several answers to that question
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First, Virginia is a coastal state, thereby requiring policynakers to at
| east assess how warm ng ocean tenperature and resulting sea-level rise m ght
i mpact our coastal resources and econony. Virginia has nearly 3,500 niles of
coastline and tidal shoreline, much of which borders the npbst ecol ogically
di verse wetl ands and estuary in North America. Qur coastal region also is home
to hundreds of billions of dollars' worth of personal property and conmerci al
industrial, and mlitary infrastructure.

Second, we have interior regions that conprise econonmically and ecologically
i mportant natural areas and working farmand forest |[ands. \Warner tenperatures
will inpact the vegetation and wildlife that are part of the human food chain
W need to know how.

Last, states' actions can indeed i npact the gl obal warm ng phenonenon.
According to the Wrld Resources Institute, greenhouse gas em ssions from
Virginia and the Carolinas are equivalent to industrialized South Korea's
em ssions. The Northeastern states' emi ssions equal Canada's. And the output
fromjust 10 nostly M dwestern states equals that of India, who we know to be
one of the world' s leading contributors to gl obal warm ng. So, yes, states
actions to curb greenhouse gases can be globally significant.

The governor created a climte change conmi ssion that is balanced in
conposition and mission. It is conposed of scientists, econom sts, environnenta
advocates, |and-use experts, local and state policynakers, and representatives
fromthe energy, transportation, manufacturing, and devel opnent sectors, anobng
others. It has identifiable Republicans and Denocrats, and nany whose party
affiliation is entirely unknown.

The conmi ssion's purpose is to assess the likely inpacts of climte change
on Virginians' health, natural resources, and econony. It also is to devel op
strategies to neet the governor's greenhouse gas-reduction goal so that we m ght
adapt to - and hopefully nitigate and play a role in halting - global warmng' s
effects on the A d Dom nion and beyond

EQUALLY | MPORTANT to the commi ssion is the need to understand the costs -
real, societal, and otherwi se - to greenhouse gas-reduction strategies it m ght
reconmend. If we are to encourage honeowners to install energy-saving |ight
bul bs, we should know the costs and benefits. If najor utilities are to be
required to install em ssions-reducing technol ogies, we want to know what it
will nean to both our heating bills and environment. If our cars are to be
i ncreasingly eco-friendly, we should know not only the sticker price effects but
how it will inprove our air.

Further, if we do absolutely nothing to reduce greenhouse gases in Virginia
- thus letting global warm ng's effects on our health, environnent, and econony
go unchecked - then we need to know t hose costs too.

Cov. Kaine has said nunerous tinmes that he prefers a coherent, workable
nati onal policy to address global warm ng rather than single-state or regiona
approaches. And if such were to be narket-based, rather than overly regul atory,
all the better. Unfortunately, no one sees a coherent, workable federal policy
anywhere in the offing. That is why localities, states, and regions are stepping
up to the plate

Gov. Kaine's climte change conmission will meet nine times over the course
of the year. Its neetings will be held around the state, nostly at universities.
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Public input is actively sought. Its report and reconmendations to the governor
are due by m d- Decenber.

* ok ok
Ol i ne

To learn nore, visit the commission's Wb site:

http://ww. deq. vi rgi ni a. gov/info/clinmate-change. htm .

L. Preston Bryant Jr. is Virginia' s secretary of natural resources and

chairman of Gov. Kaine's climate change comm ssion. Contact him at (804)
786- 0044,
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